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YREKA, Calif. – Crews battling major
wildfires in California and Montana
worked to protect remote communities
on Sunday as hot, windy weather across
the tinder-dry U.S. West created the po-
tential for even more spread.

The McKinney Fire was burning out
of control in Northern California’s
Klamath National Forest as erratic light-
ning storms swept through the region
just south of the Oregon state line, said
U.S. Forest Service spokesperson Adri-
enne Freeman.

“The fuel beds are so dry and they
can just erupt from that lightning,” Free-
man said. “These thunder cells come

with gusty erratic winds that can blow
fire in every direction.”

The blaze exploded in size to more
than 80 square miles just two days after
erupting in a largely unpopulated area
of Siskiyou County, according to a Sun-
day incident report. The cause was un-
der investigation. The blaze torched
trees along California Highway 96, and
the scorched remains of a pickup truck
sat in a lane of the highway. Thick
smoke covered the area and flames
burned through hillsides in sight of
homes.

A second, smaller fire just to the west
that was sparked by dry lightning 

Heat, wind threaten West 

A firetruck moves along California Highway 96 as the McKinney Fire burns in
Klamath National Forest on Saturday. NOAH BERGER/AP

California declared state of emergency
Saturday due to growing wildfires
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See WILDFIRE, Page 2A

There hasn’t been a time when music
wasn’t a part of Bud Nicholls’ life.

His grandmother was a piano player.
She provided music at the dedication
after Ulm Bridge was built. When that
bridge wore out, she played for the new
one, too. After the second one, she re-
ceived a plaque from the governor that
said, “To Mary Nicholls, built better to
last longer.” She was 105 when she died.

Nicholls’ father owned Nicholls Mu-
sic starting in 1947, and Nicholls remem-
bers growing up with the business. He is
the third generation of his family to be in
the Great Falls Municipal Band, where
he played trumpet.

And for the past 40-plus years, Ni-
cholls has directed that band, earning
him the 2022 Paris Gibson Award for
service to the Great Falls community.

To be eligible for the Paris Gibson
award, a nominee must be a current
Great Falls resident who has provided
significant impact to the city of Great
Falls, provided leadership for the com-
munity through volunteerism and per-
formed selfless action for the better-

ment of the community.
Nominees are chosen by past Paris

Gibson Award winners.
Nicholls said he didn’t know he was

nominated, but his wife, Linda Fuller,
got a heads-up before the actual cere-
mony.

“It was nice. I don’t know that I
thought that I deserved that big an
award because I’m doing what I like to
do,” he said. “Every summer that’s what
we did. You know, the Municipal Band
was such an integral part of me growing
up and playing in it and being involved
in it that directing it was just probably
just because I got old enough or some-
thing.”

Nicholls, 82, finally passed on the
band’s baton last year. It has taken the
work of five to seven people to fill his
shoes.

The Municipal band, formerly the
Black Eagle Band, has been around
since 1896. When former Gov. Edwin
Norris adopted the state song, “Mon-
tana,” in 1910, the band was the first to
play it for the public at the fairgrounds
in Helena.

When composer John Philip Sousa
came to Great Falls in the mid-1920s, the
band — including Nicholls’ dad —

played for him.
Nicholls joined the band in 1955

when you had to be in a musicians’
union to participate. He said he had a
shot at being the band’s director in
1975, but he wasn’t able to do it. In
1980, he finally gave in and took over.

The city of Great Falls funded the
band for a while, but Nicholls said that
stopped eight or 10 years ago. After
that, its fate was up in the air.

“All of a sudden,” said Nicholls, “I
had about three or four people phone
up just saying, ‘Don’t quit, we’ll make
sure you get funded,’ and they gave us
more money than we ever got from the
city.”

Since that time, the band has been
completely donor-funded. Of course,
Nicholls’ monetary portion of the Paris
Gibson Award went right back into the
band.

Up to 50 people play in the band at
any given time, Nicholls said, includ-
ing Great Falls Symphony players, lo-
cal players and high school kids. On
Wednesday nights in the summer,
they draw big crowds to the Gibson
Park bandshell with their upbeat per-
formances.

“We’ve got some high school kids
that are just incredible,” Nicholls said,
adding that many former players went
on the careers in music. “I always told 

Nicholls leaves 
on a high note

Bud Nicholls is the 2022 winner of the Paris Gibson Award for service to the Great Falls community. For more than 40
years, Nicholls directed the Great Falls Municipal Band. TRACI ROSENBAUM/GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE

Award comes to director after 40 years
with the Great Falls Municipal Band
Traci Rosenbaum
Great Falls Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

See NICHOLLS, Page 2A

KYIV, Ukraine – A small explosive
device carried by a makeshift drone
blew up Sunday at the headquarters of
Russia’s Black Sea Fleet on the Crime-
an Peninsula, wounding six people
and prompting the cancellation of cer-
emonies there honoring Russia’s navy,
authorities said.

Also, one of Ukraine’s richest men,
a grain merchant, was killed in what
Ukrainian authorities said was a care-
fully targeted Russian missile strike on
his home.

There was no immediate claim of
responsibility for the drone explosion
in a courtyard at the naval headquar-
ters in the city of Sevastopol. But the
seemingly improvised, small-scale na-
ture of the attack raised the possibility
that it was the work of Ukrainian in-
surgents trying to drive out Russian
forces.

A Russian lawmaker from Crimea,
Olga Kovitidi, told Russian state news
agency RIA-Novosti that the drone
was launched from Sevastopol itself.
She said the incident was being treat-
ed as a terrorist act, the news agency
said.

Crimean authorities raised the ter-
rorism threat level for the region to
“yellow,” the second-highest tier.

Sevastopol, which was seized along
with the rest of Crimea from Ukraine
by Russia in 2014, is about 100 miles
south of the Ukrainian mainland. Rus-
sian forces control much of the main-
land along the Black Sea.

The Black Sea Fleet’s press service
said the drone appeared to be home-
made. It described the explosive de-
vice as “low-power.” Sevastopol Mayor
Mikhail Razvozhaev said six people
were wounded. Observances of Rus-
sia’s Navy Day holiday were canceled
in the city.

Explosion
from drone
hits Russia’s
Black Sea
headquarters

Ukrainian servicemen carry missile
fragments after an airstrike in
Mykolaiv. UKRAINIAN EMERGENCY

SERVICE/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Wealthy Ukraine grain
merchant, wife, killed in
separate missile strike
Susie Blann 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See UKRAINE, Page 2A
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them if this is what you
like to do, then go for it.
You know, you can always
find a way to make a liv-
ing. Don’t tell yourself to
do something you don’t
want to do.”

In addition to the
band, Nicholls made his
living through music.

He said he had taught
music in Brady, Fort Ben-
ton, Belt, Seattle and

Great Falls.
“Music was the only

thing I ever liked to do or
anything that I was half-
way good at that I could
do something with,” Ni-
cholls said.

It must’ve worked be-
cause Nicholls said he put
his five kids through col-
lege that way.

These days, John
Gemberling and Dusty
Molyneaux are the band’s
two associate directors,
and the conducting torch
is being passed to multi-
ple different people.

“I’m the director
emeritus now, of the
band,” Nicholls joked.
“It’s just fun, and it’s fun
for me to be able to
share some of this with
the new guys, too.”

Criminal justice re-
porter Traci Rosenbaum
reports on law enforce-
ment issues for the Tri-
bune. Have ideas or
questions for Traci on
her beat? Reach her at
trosenbaum@greatfall-
stribune.com.

Follow her on Twitter
@GFTrib_TRosenba.

Nicholls
Continued from Page 1A

Ukraine’s navy and an
adviser to President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy said the
reported drone attack un-
derlined the weakness of
Russian air defenses.

“Did the occupiers ad-
mit the helplessness of
their air defense system?
Or their helplessness in
front of the Crimean par-
tisans?” Oleksiy Arestov-
ich said on Telegram.

If such an attack is
possible by Ukraine, he
said, “the destruction of
the Crimean bridge in
such situations no longer
sounds unrealistic” – a
reference to the span that
Russia built to connect its
mainland to Crimea after
the annexation.

Elsewhere in Ukraine,
the mayor of the major
port city of Mykolaiv, Vi-
taliy Kim, said shelling
killed one of Ukraine’s
wealthiest men, Oleksiy
Vadatursky, and his wife,
Raisa. Vadatursky head-
ed a grain production and
export business.

Another presidential
adviser, Mykhailo Podo-
lyak, said Vadatursky
was specifically targeted.

It “was not an acci-
dent, but a well-thought-
out and organized pre-
meditated murder. Vada-
tursky was one of the
largest farmers in the

country, a key person in
the region and a major
employer. That the exact
hit of a rocket was not just
in a house, but in a specif-
ic wing, the bedroom,
leaves no doubt about
aiming and adjusting the
strike,” he said.

Vadatursky’s agribusi-
ness, Nibulon, includes a
fleet of ships for sending
grain abroad.

In the Sumy region in
Ukraine’s north, near the
Russian border, shelling
killed one person, the re-
gional administration
said. And three people
died in attacks over the
past day in the Donetsk
region, which is partly

under the control of
Russian-backed sepa-
ratist forces, said re-
gional Gov. Pavlo Kyry-
lenko.

Podolyak said on
Twitter that images of
the prison where at
least 53 Ukrainian pris-
oners of war were killed
in an explosion on Fri-
day indicated that the
blast came from within
the building in Oleniv-
ka, which is under Rus-
sian control.

Russian officials
have claimed the build-
ing was attacked by Uk-
raine with the aim of si-
lencing POWs who
might be giving infor-

mation about Ukrainian
military operations. Uk-
raine has blamed Russia
for the explosion.

Satellite photos taken
before and after show
that a small, squarish

building in the middle of
the prison complex was
demolished, its roof in
splinters.

Podolyak said those
images and the lack of
damage to adjacent
structures showed that
the building was not at-
tacked from the air or by
artillery. He contended
the evidence was consis-
tent with a thermobaric
bomb, a powerful device
sometimes called a

vacuum bomb, being set
off inside.

The International Red
Cross asked to immedi-
ately visit the prison to
make sure the scores of
wounded POWs had
proper treatment, but
said Sunday that its re-
quest had yet to be grant-
ed. It said that denying
the Red Cross access
would violate the Geneva
Convention on the rights
of POWs.

Ukraine
Continued from Page 1A

A woman views a civilian car on display at Mykhailivs’ka Square along with
damaged Russian military equipment Saturday in Kyiv, Ukraine. According to a
plaque displayed by the National Museum of the Military History of Ukraine, the
family was evacuating from Bucha when Russian troops opened fire on their
convoy, injuring two people. DAVID GOLDMAN/AP

Ukrainian soldiers advance to the front line in
eastern Ukraine on Sunday.
BULENT KILIC/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Saturday threatened the tiny town of Seiad, Freeman
said. About 400 structures were under threat from the
two California fires. Authorities have not confirmed
the extent of the damage yet, saying assessments
would begin when it was safe to reach the area.

A third fire, which was on the southwest end of the
McKinney blaze, prompted evacuation orders for
around 500 homes Sunday, said Courtney Kreider, a
spokesperson with the Siskiyou County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. The office said crews had been on the scene of the
fire since late Saturday but that the fire Sunday morn-
ing “became active and escaped its containment line.”

Several people in the sheriff’s office have been af-
fected by evacuation orders due to the fires “and
they’re still showing up to work so, (a) very dedicated
crew,” she said. A deputy lost his childhood home to
fire on Friday, she said.

Larry Castle and his wife, Nancy, were among about
2,000 residents of the Yreka area under evacuation or-
ders. They left Saturday with some of their prized pos-
sessions, including Larry’s motorcycle, and took their
dogs to stay with their daughter near Mount Shasta.

He said he wasn’t taking any chances after seeing
the explosive growth of major fires over the past few
years.

“You look back at the Paradise fire and the Santa
Rosa fire and you realize this stuff is very, very serious,”
he told the Sacramento Bee.

In northwest Montana, a fire sparked in grasslands
near the town of Elmo grew to more than 11 square
miles after advancing into forest. Temperatures in
western Montana were expected to reach 96 degrees
by Sunday afternoon with strong winds, the National
Weather Service said.

A portion of Highway 28 between Hot Springs and
Elmo was closed because of thick smoke, according to
the Montana Department of Transportation.

To the south in Idaho, the Moose Fire in the Salmon-
Challis National Forest has burned on more than 75
square miles in timbered land near the town of
Salmon. It was 21% contained by Sunday morning. Pila
Malolo, planning operations section chief on the fire,

said in a Facebook video update that hot, dry condi-
tions were expected to persist Sunday. Officials said
they expected fire growth in steep, rugged country on
the fire’s south side.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom declared a state of
emergency Saturday as the McKinney Fire intensified.
The proclamation allows Newsom more flexibility to
make emergency response and recovery effort deci-
sions and access federal aid.

California law enforcement knocked on doors in the
towns of Yreka and Fort Jones to urge residents to get
out and safely evacuate their livestock onto trailers.
Automated calls were being sent to land phone lines as
well because there were areas without cell phone ser-

vice.
Scientists say climate change has made the West

warmer and drier in the past 30 years and will con-
tinue to make weather more extreme and wildfires
more frequent and destructive.

The Pacific Coast Trail Association urged hikers to
get to the nearest town while the U.S. Forest Service
closed a 110-mile section of the trail from the Etna
Summit to the Mount Ashland Campground in south-
ern Oregon.

In Hawaii, the Maui County Emergency Manage-
ment Agency said a brush fire was 90% contained but
a red flag warning was in effect for much of Sunday.

Wildfire
Continued from Page 1A

A scorched pickup truck rests on California Highway 96 in Klamath National Forest as the McKinney Fire
burns nearby Saturday. NOAH BERGER/AP


